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Foreword

The California Department of Water Resources has overall responsibility
under the Davis-Dolwig Act (Water Code Sections 11900-11925) to acquire
land, plan recreation, and ensure that fish and wildlife habitat enhancement
is included as part of the State Water Project. In addition, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission Licenses (Numbers 2100 and 2426) require
the Department to plan for recreation and associated activities at licensed
State Water Project facilities. In response to these requirements, recreation
facilities have been incorporated into the State Water Project facilities, from
the Upper Feather River reservoirs in Plumas County to Lake Perris in
Riverside County.

This report presents an inventory of these recreation facilities. It includes a
brief history of each area; general information about each lake; specific infor-
mation regarding fishing, hunting, camping, boating, and other recreational
opportunities; dam and reservoir statistics for each location; and recreation
use statistics for each facility through 1987.

The Davis-Dolwig Act also requires that trends affecting the potential of
completed developments be reexamined periodically. As new recreation
facilities are developed and existing facilities are modified, updated versions
of this report will be prepared.

14l Mg far

James U. McDaniel
Chief, Central District
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State Water Project Recreation Facilities
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FACILITIES PROVIDED AT STATE WATER PROJECT RESERVOIRS

Family Group Horse Floating Picnic Boat Swim Vista RV
Camp Camp Camp  Camp Area  Launch Beach  Point Dump
1 Antelope Lake X b X X X
2 Lake Davis X X X X X
3 Frenchman Lake X X X x X X
4 Lake Oroville X X X X X X X X
5 Lake Del Valle X X X X X X X
6 Bethany Reservoir X X
7 San Luis Reservoir  x X X X X X
8 Los Banos Reservoir x X X X X
9 Pyramid Lake X X X X X X b
10 Castaic Lake X X X X
11 Silverwood Lake X X X X X X X
12 Lake Perris X X X X X X X
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Introduction

The Davis-Dolwig Act (Water Code Sections 11900-11925) requires the Department of
Water Resources to develop and implement plans to fully use the recreation, fish, and
wildlife potential of State-constructed water projects.

This report presents an inventory of the recreational lake developments within the
State Water Project. These facilities range from Plumas County in Northern California
to Riverside County in Southern California. They include Antelope Lake, Lake Davis,
Frenchman Lake, Lake Oroville, Lake Del Valle, Bethany Reservoir, San Luis Reservoir
Complex (San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir), Pyramid
Lake, Castaic Lake, Silverwood Lake, and Lake Perris. This report also includes infor-
mation about the California Aqueduct Bikeway, fishing along the Aqueduct, and some
safety precautions.

State Water Project recreational facilities generated more than 7 million recreation
days of use in 1987, including camping, boating, fishing, swimming, bicycling, and other
activities. Nearly 40 percent of this use is at two of the major developments in
Southern California -- Castaic Lake and Lake Perris.

The matrix on the opposite page lists recreation opportunities available at each of the
lakes. Most of these are fee areas, but since the fees change from time to time, they are
not included in this publication. This and other specific information is provided at the
entry kiosk at each facility, or may be obtained from the agency shown with each map.
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Antelope Lake

History

Bands of Maidu Indians once visited Antelope Valley regularly during the summer in
search of fish and game and to dig nourishing bulbs found in the meadow. The nearest
permanent Indian villages were about 15 miles down Indian Creek, in Genesee Valley.
Other villages were near Taylorsville and Greenville and at Lights Creek.

In the days of the 49ers, the green fertile meadows of Antelope Valley furnished forage
for dairy cattle of Honey Lake Valley ranchers. Eventually, beef cattle replaced dairy
cattle on the range, and today portions of the valley are still used for this purpose.

In the late 1800s, Congress passed various acts allowing tracts of the Public Domain to
be purchased, and much of the land went into private ownership. The private property
was little used except for grazing until the late 1940s, when timber harvesting began.
Recent logging activity has been limited to salvaging timber infested by bark beetle.

Antelope Reservoir was constructed as part of the Upper Feather River Project, along
with Lake Davis and Frenchman Lake. Management of the area is directed toward
meeting the increasing need for water-oriented recreational use, while maintaining the
natural beauty of the area.

About the Lake
Antelope Lake and Dam are within Plumas Antelope Lake and Dam Statistics
National Forest on Upper Indian Creek, a Lake Gross Capacity 22,566 acre-feet
tributary of the North Fork Feather River, 43 Surface Area 931 acres
highway miles from Quincy. The nearest major Shoreline 15 miles
roads are State Highways 70 and 89. The reser- giax‘mum Depth 62 foet
. . urface Elevation 5,002 feet
voir was created in 1964 to help meet the Dam Structural Height 120 feet
increasing demand for water-oriented recrea- Crest Elevation 5,025 feet
tion and to improve fishing in Indian Creek by Crest Length 1,320 feet
assuring a constant, year-long flow of water Volume 380,000 cubic yards

below the dam.

Antelope Lake Recreation Area is operated by
the U.S. Forest Service. Recreational oppor-
tunities include: camping, fishing, picnicking,
water-gskiing, swimming, boating, hunting,
hiking, and winter sports such as snowmobiling.
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Antelope Lake
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For more information contact:

U.S. Forest Service

Plumas National Forest, Greenville Ranger District
o ' P.O. Box 329

Greenville, CA 95947

(916) 284-7126
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Antelope Lake

Antelope Lake
- Visitor Use,

in Thousands
1965 25
1966 105
1967 95
1968 54
1969 99
1970 76
1971 71
1972 86
1973 123
1974 178
1975 100
1976 80
1977 15
1978 91
1979 274
1980 223
1981 212
1982 300
1983 127
1984 157
1985 159
1986 311
1987 330

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Fishing and hunting are regulated by the California Department of
Fish and Game. Rainbow trout and Eagle Lake trout are stocked.
Trolling is usually productive to 30 feet, where oxygen becomes too
scarce to sustain trout life. Bait fishing from shore is often good in
areas where the lake bottom drops sharply. Large brown trout may
be caught in Indian Creek below the dam, but rainbow trout are
more common.

The Antelope Lake area is within the summer range of Rocky
Mountain mule deer, which migrate east to the desert in winter.
The smaller black-tailed deer and a cross between the two are also
found. Black bear are seen occasionally.

Beaver ponds and dams can be seen on Little Antelope Creek at the
east end of the lake and along the main road around the lake.

Camping

The U.S. Forest Service operates three family campgrounds totaling
211 units: Boulder Creek, Lone Rock, and Long Point. Camping is
not permitted outside these campgrounds. All campgrounds have
tables, stoves, water, and toilets. Trailers up to 30 feet can be
accommodated in some units. No hookups for water or waste
disposal are provided, but self-service sanitation dump sites are
located near Boulder Creek and Lone Rock Campgrounds.

Facilities at Antelope Lake are usually open May through October.
Maximum stay is 14 days.

Boating

Lost Creek Cove boat ramp has a concrete launching ramp, parking
lot, and restrooms. No boat rental facilities are available.
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Antelope Lake
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Fishing has usually been good in Indian Creek helow the spillway at Antelope Dam.
DWR Photo 3996-41
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Lake Davis

History

Use of the Lake Davis area extends more than 10,000 years into the past. Grizzly Valley
was an ancestral hunting ground of Indians who lived in the Indian Valley area.

Dairymen and Basque sheepherders came in the early 1800s. Some mining took place
during the 1850s and 1860s, but no important mineral discoveries were made. Settlers
used the valley for grazing dairy cattle, and later for raising beef cattle and sheep. By
the late 1800s, dairy products were shipped from here to mining centers such as
Virginia City, Nevada.

About 1920 the valley was logged, and a narrow gauge railroad was used to haul the logs

to a mill at Delleker. The old roadbed and some cross-ties may still be seen west of the
dam.

About the Lake

Lake Davis and Grizzly Valley Dam are within Lake Davis & Grizzly Valley Dam

the Plumas National Forest on Big Grizzly Statistics
Creek, a tributary of the Middle Fork Feather Lake Gross Capacity 84,371 acre-feet
River, 8 miles north of Portola. The nearest Surface Area 4,026 acres
major road is State Highway 70. Lake Davis was Shoreline 32 miles
. . . . Maximum Depth 108 feet
created in 1967 to provide recreation, to im- Surface Elevation 5.775 foet
prove fish habitat in Big Grizzly Creek, and to Dam Structural Height 182 feet
contribute to domestic water supply. Crest Elevation 5,785 feet
Crest Length 800 feet
Operated by the U. S. Forest Service, Plumas Volume 253,000 cubic yards

National Forest, Beckwourth Ranger District,
Lake Davis Recreation Area offers camping, fish-
ing, picnicking, boating, hunting, hiking, and
winter sports such as cross-country skiing and
snowmobiling.
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Lake Davis
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For more information contact:

U.S. Forest Service

Plumas National Forest, Beckwourth Ranger Station
P.O. Box 7

Blairsden, CA 96103

(916) 836-2575
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Lake Davis

) Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife
Lake Davis

i: Lrls;t:ss{aj:{s Fishing and hunting are regulated by the California Department
of Fish and Game. There is a 5-fish daily limit. Brook trout and

1968 210 Eagle Lake trout are both naturally produced and artifically

iggg gg stocked in Lake Davis. Mule deer and black-tailed deer can be

1971 550 hunted in the Lake Davis area.

1972 231

1973 296 Chipmunks seen around the lake are an important part of the

1974 253 forest food chain, and are prey for hawks, owls, and weasels.

iggg gg; Migratory waterfowl are seen in the fall. Eagles, hawks, and

1977 263 osprey are sometimes seen in the area. These birds of prey are

1978 249 protected by State regulations.

1979 275

1980 288

1981 288 Camping

1982 300

1983 304 The U.S. Forest Service o tes three famil unds --

1984 390 S. perates amily campgrounds

1985 341 Grizzly, Grasshopper, and Lightning Tree -- with a total of

1986 279 181 units. Camping is permitted only in the campgrounds. Grizzly

1987 281 and Grasshopper Campgrounds have tables, grills, fire rings,
parking spurs, water, and flush toilets. Some campsites can
accommodate trailers up to 32 feet. No hookups for water or waste
disposal are provided, but a sanitation dump site is located nearby.
Lightning Tree Campground is for self-contained units only. Fire
rings and parking spurs are provided, but there are no tables,
grills, water, or toilets. Facilities at Lake Davis are usually open
from May through October. Maximum stay is 14 days in Grizzly
and Grasshopper Campgrounds and 7 days in Lightning Tree
Campground.

Boating

Lightning Tree Boat Ramp has a paved launching ramp, boarding dock, toilet, and
drinking water. The parking area will accommodate 40 cars and boat trailers.

Honker Cove Boat Ramp has a paved launching ramp, boarding dock, toilet, drinking
water, lighting at ramp and restroom, and parking for 25 cars and boat trailers.

Mallard Cove Car Top Boat Launching Facility has a paved unloading and loading area
for boats, boarding dock, toilet, and 50-car parking area.
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C-067458



Lake Davis
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Frenchman Lake

History

Indians hunted and fished in this valley during summer. In the days of the Gold Rush,

the meadows of Little Last Chance Valley furnished forage for the dairy and beef cattle
of the Swiss and Italian ranchers of Honey Lake and Sierra Valleys. The dairy products
were hauled to nearby mining communities. The area eventually became range for beef

cattle.

About the Lake

Frenchman Lake and Dam are within the
Plumas National Forest on Little Last Chance
Creek, a tributary of the Middle Fork Feather
River, about 30 miles northwest of Reno,
Nevada, and 15 miles northeast of Portola. The
nearest major roads are State Highways 70
and 49 and U.S. Route 395. Frenchman Lake
was created in 1961 to provide recreation,
enhance fishing in Little Last Chance Creek,
and provide irrigation water for Sierra Valley.

Frenchman Lake Recreation Area is operated by
the U.S. Forest Service, Plumas National

Forest, Milford Ranger District, and offers camp-
ing, fishing, picnicking, water-skiing, swimming,

boating, hunting, hiking, and winter sports such

as cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.

10

Frenchman Dam & Lake Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 55,477 acre-feet
Surface Area 1,680 acres
Shoreline 21 miles
Maximum Depth 101 feet
Surface Elevation 5,588 feet
Dam Structural Height 139 feet
Crest Elevation 5,607 feet
Crest Length 720 feet
Volume 537,000 cubic yards
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Frenchman Lake
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Frenchman Lake

Frenchman Lake
Visitor Use,

in Thousands
1962 30
- 1968 105
1964 320
1965 475
1966 360
- 1987 307
1968 312
1969 395
1870 397
1971 344
1972 179
1973 149
1974 145
1975 148
1976 147
1977 122
1978 141
1979 136
1980 188
1981 180
1982 195
1983 310
1984 287
1985 289
1986 316
1987 336

Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife

12

Fishing and hunting are regulated by the California Department
of Fish and Game. Fish in the lake include rainbow, brown, and
kamloops trout.

Mule deer are the most common big game in the area. The
summer range of the Rocky Mountain mule deer includes the
Frenchman Lake area, while the winter range is east and south,
making this a prime deer-hunting area.

Camping

Camping is permitted in Chilcoot, Cottonwood Springs,
Frenchman, Spring Creek, and Big Cove Campgrounds, which
total 170 units. Chilcoot Campground has 5 "hike-in" camping
units, and Frenchman Campground has 25. Cottonwood Springs
Campground has facilities for group camping, which must be
reserved 2 weeks in advance. All campgrounds have tables,
stoves, water, and toilets. Some units can accommodate trailers
up to 22 feet. No water or waste disposal hookups are provided,
but a sanitation dump site is located near Cottonwood Springs
Group Campground. Facilities at Frenchman Lake are usually
open from May through October. Maximum stay is 14 days.

Boating

Frenchman Boat Ramp has a 4-lane concrete launching ramp,

toilets, drinking water, and parking area for cars and boat trailers.

Lunker Point Boat Ramp has a 2-lane concrete launching ramp,
toilets, and parking area for cars and boat trailers.
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Frenchman Lake

DWR Photo 3579-12

C—067463

The area below the vista point and adjacent to the dam is a popular fishing spot on Frenchman Lake.

C-067463



Lake Oroville Complex

History

The Lake Oroville area is rich in gold mining history. Gold was discovered in 1848 at
Bidwell Bar, a large sandbar named after John Bidwell, who became one of California’s
leading citizens. The resulting rush of gold-seekers created the city of Oroville, county
seat of Butte County. Bidwell Bar Bridge materials were shipped around Cape Horn
and the bridge erected across the Middle Fork Feather River in 1856. It was the first
suspension bridge built west of the Mississippi River. Bidwell Bar is now submerged
beneath Lake Oroville, and a new Bidwell Bar Bridge has replaced the original bridge,
which has been reconstructed at the Bidwell Canyon Recreation Area.

About the Lake

Lake Oroville and Oroville Dam are in the
foothills of the Sierra Nevada above the Central
Valley. The dam is 1 mile downstream of the
confluence of the Feather River’s major
tributaries. Lake Oroville is 5 miles east of the
city of Oroville and about 75 miles north of
Sacramento. Major roads nearby are State
Highways 70, 99, and 162. Completed in 1967,
Lake Oroville is part of a multipurpose project
that includes water conservation, power genera-
tion, flood control, recreation, and fish and
wildlife enhancement.

Operated by the California Department of
Parks and Recreation, Lake Oroville State
Recreation Area offers camping, picnicking,
horseback riding, hiking, sail and power boat-
ing, water-skiing, fishing, swimming, and
boat-in camping. Limited waterfowl hunting is
permitted only on Thermalito Afterbay.

14

Lake Oroville & Oroville Dam

Statistics
Lake Gross Capacity 3,537,577 acre-feet
Surface Area 15,805 acres
Shoreline 167 miles
Maximum Depth 690 feet
Surface Elevation 899 feet
Dam Structural Height 770 feet
Crest Elevation 922 feet
Crest Length 6,920 feet
Volume 80,000,000 cubic yards
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Lake Oroville Complex
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For more information contact:

Cualifornia Department of Parks and Recreation
Lake Orouille State Recreation Area

400 Glen Drive

Oroville, CA 95965

(916) 538-2200
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Lake Oroville Complex

- Lake Oroville
Visitor Use*,
in Thousands

1968 288
1969 516
1870 483
1971 547
1972 425
1973 518
1974 574
1975 539
1976 463
1977 411
1978 509
1979 641
1980 922
1981 939
1982 684
1983 725
1984 633
1985 771
1986 817
1987 816

*»Beginning in
1980, figures in-
clude Oroville

Wildlife Area.

Boat-In Camping

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

More than a million fish have been planted in Lake Oroville in the
last few years, and both shore and boat fishing are popular. Rain-
bow trout and large- and small-mouthed bass are most frequently
caught, but the lake also has German brown trout, catfish, and
salmon. Fishing is permitted all year long with a proper license;
there is a "slot limit" regulation for black bass. Shore and boat fish-
ing are also permitted in the North and South Forebays, which
have rainbow trout, catfish, and large- and small-mouthed bass.

Wildlife around Lake Oroville includes raccoons, opossums, coyotes,
tree and ground squirrels, rabbits, deer, skunks, ring-tailed cats,
and many varieties of birds native to the area.

Hunting regulations should be checked with State Park Rangers.

Camping

The Loafer Creek area has 137 family campsites, each containing a
parking space, table, and stove. Drinking water, restrooms, hot
showers, and laundry tubs are nearby. No hookups for trailers and
camper vans are provided at Loafer Creek, but a sanitation dump
site is available. Six group camping areas will accommodate up to
25 people each, with a maximum of 6 vehicles per area. Each group
area contains 5 tables, 5 tent sites, a large barbeque, a fire ring, a
food preparation center, and a storage cabinet. Drinking water,
restrooms, and showers are nearby.

The Bidwell Canyon area has 75 sites with hookups for trailers and
camper vans and a sanitation dumping station. This facility is open
year-round.

Several camps around Lake Oroville are accessible only by boat. Each contains 6 to 10
individual campsites, except for the camp at South Bloomer, which will accommodate
groups of up to 75. The boat-in camps have cleared and leveled spots for tents; tables,
stoves, garbage cans, and pit toilets are provided at each site. No water is available, so
campers must bring their own or bring chemicals to purify the lake water.

16
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Lake Oroville Complex

Floating Campsites

Four floating campsites are also available. Each 20x24-foot floating platform includes a
camp table, two-burner propane cook stove, propane barbeque (campsite rental fee
includes propane), food storage locker and cabinets, covered living area, and upstairs
deck. A limited supply of drinking water is provided, and a flush toilet with holding tank
is part of each campsite. The restroom area includes space for changing clothes. Lock-
able storage space is also provided on the campsite. Each floating campsite is limited to
15 occupants, and all sites are suitable for handicapped use.

The floating campsites are located in Potters Ravine, about 2-1/4 miles from the
Bidwell Canyon Campground launch ramp. A boat is necessary to reach the floating
campsites. Boats may be rented at Bidwell Canyon Marina or at Lime Saddle Marina.

Information, brochures, and reservations for the floating campsites can be obtained
through Mistix -- 1-800-444-7245, Extension 503. Registration is at the Spillway Launch
Ramp Entrance Station; access keys are provided upon registering.

Lake Oroville’s environmental floating campsites have been very popular with boaters.
Department of Parks and Recreation Photo

17
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Lake Oroville Complex

Recreation facilities at Lake Oroville provide fun and relaxation for thousands of Californians each year.
DWR Photo

Wildlife Area

Oroville Wildlife Area provides a year-round home for at least 128 species of birds and
12 species of mammals. Common game birds include mourning dove, California quail,
ring-necked pheasant, and migrating flocks of band-tailed pigeons. Bird and nature
study is excellent during spring.

Flora and fauna of the area are typically valley riparian. Larger trees include Fremont
cottonwood, willow, valley oak, and western sycamore. Common ground cover species
are yellow sweet clover, western ragweed, and annual grasses.

King salmon, steelhead trout, American shad, striped bass, and channel catfish provide
excellent sport fishing. Salmon and steelhead fishing is best in fall and winter; shad and
striped bass seasons peak in late spring. Anglers can also fish for largemouth and
smallmouth bass, bluegill, crappie, brown bullhead, and carp.

Hunting is permitted in season; only shotguns or bows and arrows are allowed. Pistols
and rifles may be used only in the target practice area. Check hunting regulations at

area headquarters.

18
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Lake Oroville Complex

Boating

Loafer Creek area has a large paved parking area, 7-lane boat launching ramp, and
boarding dock. Across Oroville Dam, at the north end, is the Spillway Launch Ramp,
which includes a 13-lane launch ramp, parking, and chemical toilets. Overnight camping
for self-contained recreational vehicles is permitted.

Bidwell Canyon Launching Ramp has 7 lanes and plenty of paved parking. Located near-
by are a store, snack bar, fuel dock, boat rentals, open mooring, and pumping station for
boat holding tanks, all operated by a concessionaire.

Lime Saddle facilities are also concessionaire-operated. Facilities here include paved
parking areas, 5-lane boat launching ramp, picnic facilities, and chemical toilets. The
marina offers boat docking, gas and oil, fishing and boating supplies, and a snack bar.

A 2-lane boat launching ramp and paved parking area are provided at North Thermalito
Forebay, which is reserved for sailboats, canoes, and other nonmotorized boats. Four
picnic tables are located near the launch ramp.

South Thermalito Forebay has a parking lot, 4-lane launching ramp, and chemical
toilets. Power boating and fishing are the main attractions here.

J’

Skiing on Lake Oroville, with Bidwell Bar Bridge in the background.
DWR Photo 3776-8
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Lake Del Valle

History

For hundreds of years before the Spanish colonized California, the Lake Del Valle area
was the home of the Ohlone Indians. Many artifacts have been recovered to establish
this as an area in which they lived.

In 1839, Mexico granted 48,435 acres to families of Agostin Bernal and Antonio Sunol --
one of the largest land grants in California. Lake Del Valle Regional Park occupies a
part of that land grant. No visible indicators remain from this period, as the owners
probably used it primarily as grazing land.

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Europeans moved in and took over the range
lands of the original Mexican and Spanish grant holders. Evidence of this period is
visible along the self-guiding trail in the form of foundations and rock piles where early
buildings stood. Many of the early building sites are beneath the waters of Lake Del
Valle.

About the Lake
Lake Del Valle and Del Valle Dam are located in Lake Dgg;;l:;‘;nd Dam
Arroyo Del Valle, just south of Livermore Valley,
about 11 miles from Livermore. The nearest Lake Gross Capacity 77,106 acre-feet
major roads are Interstate Highways 580 and 680. Sﬁrfac? Area 1,060 a‘?l'es
Lake Del Valle was created in 1968 to provide i oreline 16 miles
. A aximum Depth - 120 feet
recreation and fish and wildlife enhancement, Surface Flevation 704 feet
flood control for Alameda Creek, and regulatory Dam Structural Height 235 feet
storage for the South Bay Aqueduct. Crest Elevation 778 feet
Crest Length 880 feet
Operated by East Bay Regional Park District, Volume 4,150,000 cubic yards

Lake Del Valle offers camping, picnicking, horse-
back riding, swimming, hiking, windsurfing,
boating and fishing.
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Lake Del Valle
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For more information contact:
East Bay Regional Park District
11500 Skyline Boulevard
Oakland, CA 94619

(415) 531-9300

or

Lake Del Valle

(415) 373-0332
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Lake Del Valle

Lake Del Valle
Visitor Use,

in Thousands
1970 161
1971 211
1972 184
1973 189
1974 162
1975 117
1976 229
1977 313
1978 390
1979 210
1980 328
1981 327
1982 348
1983 260
1984 502
1985 428
1986 430
1987 495
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Fishing

Fishing is best at Lake Del Valle during winter, with regular trout
plants from October through May by the Department of Fish and
Game. Trophy plants are supported by the East Bay Regional
Park District fishing permit program. Large- and small-mouth
bass bite well in spring and summer, as do a variety of pan fish.

A California fishing license and an East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict daily fishing access permit are required for those 16 and over.
The daily permits may be purchased at the park entrance kiosk or
at the boat ramp concession. Fishing is permitted only during
posted park operating hours. No fishing is permitted in the
stream entering the lake except during the regular State trout
season. The limit is 5 fish per day per person for trout and black
bass, and 10 for catfish.

Camping

Overnight camping is permitted in designated areas only. There
are 150 family units providing tables, fire rings, and grills. Reser-
vations for campsites may be made through Ticketron, February
through October. "First-come, first-served" applies November
through January. There are 21 water and sanitation hookups (no
electrical); the other 129 units are developed sites with piped
water nearby. All units can accommodate motor homes or tents.
There is a sanitation dump site for use at no charge. Six restrooms
with flush toilets, hot showers, and electricity serve the area.
Maximum stay is 14 days.

There are three group camping areas at Lake Del Valle. Ardilla
area, on the west side of the lake, is a 1/2-mile hike. Vehicles may
be left at west side parking lot. Venados area, on the east side of
the lake, is a 1-mile hike from the boat launching area. Vehicles
may be left at the parking area near the launch ramp. The Hetch
Hetchy reservable area, a large meadow on the east side of the
lake, is well suited for camporees. It is between the boat ramp
area and the Venados Group Camp area. Organized youth group
camping is available by reservation, which should be made at least
14 days in advance.
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Lake Del Valle

Boating

A 6-lane paved boat launching area is located on the east side of the lake. Any size boat
is acceptable, but maximum speed on the lake is 10 mph. All watercraft must be off the
lake 1/2-hour after sundown. The concessionaire at the boat ramp has food, bait, tackle,
firewood, and boat rentals (motorboats, rowboats, canoes, and paddle boats).

Kayaks (above) are a common sight on Lake Del Valle. The family camping units (below) are in such
demand that reservations are required except in November, December, and January.
DWR Central District Photos

b R
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Bethany Reservoir

History

Indians in this area were probably the Northern Valley Yokuts, who lived by the water-
ways of the Delta where food and water were readily available. Because the reservoir

area is on higher ground outside the Delta and lacks trees, the Indians apparently spent

little time there. Evidence of native habitation found during project construction

includes an obsidian knife, a chert core tool, and the remains of a human skeleton found

near the South Bay Pumping Plant.

About the Lake

Bethany Reservoir is located 1-1/2 miles down
the California Aqueduct from Harvey O.Banks
Delta Pumping Plant, about 10 miles north-
west of Tracy, in Alameda County. Major roads
in the area are Interstate Routes 580 and 205
and Byron Highway. Bethany Reservoir, com-
pleted in 1967, serves as a forebay for South
Bay Pumping Plant and a conveyance facility in
this reach of the California Aqueduct.

Operated by the California Department of
Parks and Recreation, the recreation area
provides opportunities for picnicking, fishing,
boating, wind-surfing, hiking, and bicycling.
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Bethany Lake and Dam Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 4,804 acre-feet
Surface Area 161 acres
Shoreline 6 miles
Maximum Depth 30 feet
Surface Elevation 243 feet
Dam Structural Height 121 feet
Crest Elevation 250 feet
Crest Length 3,940 feet
Volume 1,400,000 cubic yards
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Bethany Reservoir
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For more information contact:

California Department of Parks and Recreation
Diablo District

4180 Treat Boulevard, Suite D

Concord, CA 94521

(415) 687-1800
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Bethany Reservoir

Bethany Reservoir
Visitor Use,
. in Thousands
1978 3
1979 47
1980 39
1981 30
1982 32
1983 50
1984 46
1985 52
1986 53
1987 85
26

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Fishing is the most popular activity at Bethany Reservoir. Both
shore and boat fishing are permitted, but about 90 percent of the
anglers fish from shore. Striped bass and catfish are the species
most frequently caught at the reservoir. Fishing is permitted year-
round with a valid license.

Hunting is not allowed at Bethany Reservoir.

Wildlife species around Bethany Reservoir include coyotes, rabbits,
rodents, San Joaquin kit foxes, and other small mammals. Owls
and hawks are among the many varieties of birds native to the
area.

DWR Central District Photo
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Bethany Reservoir

Camping

Overnight camping is not allowed at Bethany Reservoir.

Boating

Boats are allowed on Bethany Reservoir from an hour before sunrise until an hour after
sunset. There are no size limitations on boats or motors. Maximum speed is 15 mph,
and 5 mph within 200 feet of shore. A 2-lane paved launch ramp and boarding dock with
handicapped access is available.

Strong winds in the Bethany Reservoir area delight wind-surfers and are also being used to generate

power, as evidenced by the windmills in the background.
DWR Central District Photo
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San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

History

This area was the ancestral home of the Northern Valley Yokuts Indian tribe, who
fished; harvested acorns, seeds, and tule roots; and hunted ducks, geese, tule elk, and
prong-horn antelope along the San Joaquin River. With the arrival of the Spanish and
other settlers, the Indian way of life disappeared. In 1805, many of the valley Indians
were taken to missions, and in 1833 an epidemic, possibly malaria, decimated the tribes.
In the 1850s, the settlers drove away or killed the survivors.

San Luis Creek was discovered in the early 1800s by an expedition from the Presidio in
San Francisco. The creek was originally christened San Luis Gonzaga, in honor of Saint
Aloysius Gonzaga, an Italian Jesuit of the 16th Century.

Los Banos means "the baths", and the creek was named by Padre Arroyo, who found its
clear pools good for bathing. The pools were originally called Arroyo de Los Banos del
Padre Arroyo. Cattle and mining were the basic reasons for the influx of people to the
Los Banos area. The first waterworks in the area were built in 1871, when farmers built
a canal from the Mendota Dam to Los Banos Creek to irrigate their wheat crops. Other
canals were added, eventually totaling 180 miles. Since water has become available for
irrigation, crops and orchards have become prominent and productive.

In 1962, President Kennedy led the groundbreaking ceremony for San Luis Reservoir,
which was completed in 1967 and filled in 1969.
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San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

About the Lakes

San Luis Reservoir and Dam are located on San
Luis Creek in the foothills on the west side of the
San Joaquin Valley in Merced County, 12 miles
west of the city of Los Banos. Major roads in the
area are Interstate 5 and State Highways 152
and 33. San Luis Reservoir is part of the San Luis
Joint-Use Complex, which serves the California
State Water Project and the Federal Central
Valley Project. Completed in 1967, the reservoir
provides storage for surplus water diverted from
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for later
delivery to the San Joaquin Valley and Southern
California. There are extensive recreational
developments around the reservoir and at O’Neill
Forebay, and three wildlife areas are a part of the
San Luis State Recreation Area.

Los Banos Reservoir and Detention Dam are on
Los Banos Creek, about 7 miles southwest of Los
Banos. Access is via Volta, Pioneer, and Canyon
Roads. Los Banos Detention Dam provides flood
protection for San Luis Canal, Delta-Mendota
Canal, City of Los Banos, and other downstream
developments.

Operated by the California Department of Parks
and Recreation, San Luis Reservoir State Recrea-
tion Area offers camping, picnicking, sail and
power boating, water-skiing, wind surfing, fish-
ing, hunting, swimming, hiking, bicycling, and
waterfowl hunting.

C—067479

San Luis ’Résérvoir & Dam
’ Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 2,038,771 acre-feet

Surface Area 12,700 acres
Shoreline 65 miles
Maximum Depth 274 feet
Surface Elevation 544 feet
Dam Structural Height 385 feet
Crest Elevation 554 feet
Crest Length 18,600 feet.
- Volume 77,645,000 cubic yards

O’Neill Forebay & Dam Statistics
Lake Gross Capacity 56,426 acre-feet

Surface Area 2,700 acres
Shoreline ' 12 miles
Maximum Depth 40 feet
Surface Elevation 225 feet
Dam Structural Height 88 feet
Crest Elevation 233 feet
Crest Length 14,350 feet
Volume 3,000,000 cubic yards
Los Banos Reservoir & Dam
Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 34,562 acre-feet

Surface Area 623 acres
Shoreline 12 miles
Maximum Depth 78 feet
Surface Elevation 328 feet
Dam Structural Height 167 feet
Crest Elevation 384 feet
Crest Length 1,370 feet.
Volume 2,100,000 cubic yards
29
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San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

San Luis
Reservoir
Visitor Use,
in Thousands
1967 33
1968 67
1969 105
1970 251
1971 347
1972 531
1973 167
1974 159
1975 199
1976 153
1977 194
1978 366
1979 331
1980 316
1981 203
1982 206
1983 270
1984 239
1985 282
1986 359
1987 347

O’Neill Forebay
Visitor Use,
in Thousands
1973 177
1974 193
1975 203
1976 195
1977 165
1978 333
1979 369
1980 367
1981 393
1982 476
1983 360
1984 192
1985 412
1986 336
1987 396

Los Banos
Reservoir
Visitor Use,
in Thousands
1973 18
1974 27
1975 34
1976 26
1977 61
1978 72
1979 38
1980 32
1981 29
1982 37
1983 49
1984 68
1985 77

1986 101
1987 103
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Running cool at O’'Neill Forebay, San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area.
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For more information contact:
Department of Parks and Recreation
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Santa Nella, CA 93635

(209) 826-1196

SAN LUIS RESERVOIR
COMPLEX

#LO8 ANGELES

(]
oA

Ja N

BASALT AREA

\Y 7 >
A *’\N
0 MEDEIROS x4 o\ TO LOS BANOS
kA {152} -
Z| Pioneer Rd.
o
>
NOTE: Only Access to Los Banos Reservoir

Via Highway 152 to Volta Rd., Pioneer Rd.
and Canyon Rd.

LOS BANOS
RESERVOIR

31

C—067 481

C-067481



San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Fish in San Luis Reservoir and O’Neill Forebay -- striped and black bass, white and
channel catfish, crappie, and bluegill -- are born in the Delta, then come south via the
California Aqueduct to mature. Fishing is usually good from late February through the
summer, from boats or from shore. Striped bass fishing is best in winter and spring;
bluegill and crappie are good in spring and summer. Freshwater clams are the best bait
for catfish; anchovies and sardines are most often used for striped bass. All-night fishing
is allowed all along the shoreline.

Trout, crappie, bluegill, black bass, and catfish have been planted in Los Banos Reser-
voir. Black bass fishing is best in spring, and bluegill and crappie are good in spring and
summer. Catfishing is better at night at the Medeiros area of O’Neill Forebay. Depart-
ment of Fish and Game regulations apply at all three reservoirs.

Migratory waterfowl hunting is permitted on most parts of San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill
Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir. Hunting is not allowed within 300 feet of
campgrounds, picnic areas, boat launching areas, dikes, and water structures. Hunting
(shotguns only) is allowed in season, from sunrise until sunset; Federal and State game
laws apply.

Pheasant, quail, and rabbit may be taken at the O’Neill Forebay Wildlife Area, and
hunting for deer and feral pigs is allowed in the San Luis Reservoir Wildlife Area. Deer
hunting is also allowed in the adjacent Cottonwood Creek Wildlife Area, to the north of
San Luis Reservoir.

33

C—067 482

C-067482



San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

Camping

At the Basalt camping area, near the south end of San Luis Dam, there are 79 family
campsites, each with table, cupboard, and barbeque grill. Water and solar-heated
showers are nearby. Some sites can accommodate RVs up to 37 feet, but there are no
hookups. A sanitation dump site is provided near the entrance to the Basalt Area. One
site near the restrooms can accommodate wheelchairs. Reservations are recommended
during the summer for the Basalt area.

The Medeiros primitive camping area, on O’Neill Forebay between Highways 33 and
152, can accommodate up to 500 campers. Drinking water and chemical toilets are
provided. Medeiros area use is on a first-come, first-served basis.

At Los Banos Reservoir the 20 primitive camping and picnicking sites have shade
ramadas, tables, and stoves scattered along the shoreline. Drinking water and chemical
toilets are also provided. A primitive camping area for equestrian groups is also avail-
able, which has chemical toilets. Water for campers is available at the park residence
nearby, and for horses from dam seepage. Use of all campsites at Los Banos Reservoir is
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Boating

Boats are allowed on San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir
from an hour before sunrise until sunset. Waterskiing in a counterclockwise direction is
allowed on San Luis Reservoir and O’Neill Forebay.

Wind creates a definite boating hazard on San Luis Reservoir. The area is often windy,
and winds can surprise anglers and boaters. Warning lights at Romero Overlook and
Quien Sabe Point flash yellow when the wind reaches 15 mph and red (get off the
water) when winds exceed 30 mph.

Dinosaur Point Area has a 4-lane concrete launching ramp, boarding dock, toilets, drink-

ing water, and parking area for cars and boat trailers. Four shade ramadas with picnic
tables and cook stoves have also been provided.
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San Luis Reservoir Complex

San Luis Reservoir, O’Neill Forebay, and Los Banos Reservoir

The Basalt Area has a 2-lane concrete launching ramp, boarding dock, toilets, drinking
water, parking area for cars and boat trailers, and a fish cleaning facility.

At O’Neill Forebay, the San Luis Creek Area has a 4-lane concrete launching ramp,
boarding dock, drinking water, restrooms and showers, parking area for cars and boat
trailers, and a fish cleaning facility. Shade ramadas with picnic tables and cook stoves
are also available.

A 2-lane paved launching ramp and boarding dock are provided near the camping and
day-use areas at Los Banos Reservoir.

Although the area is often windy, the beaches at San Luis Reservoir and O’Neill Forebay are extremely
popular.
DWR 3787-7
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Pyramid Lake

History

Gold was discovered in 1842 near the area that is now Pyramid Lake and in Santa
Feliciana Canyon, downstream of what is now Pyramid Dam. Only Francisco Lopes,
owner of Rancho Temescal, a Mexican land grant, and a few scattered ranchers tried to
settle the land. Gold-seekers still pan in Piru Creek in search of the precious metal.

During construction of Old Highway 99 in 1933, a large pyramid-shaped rock was cut.
"Pyramid Rock" soon became a landmark for travelers between Los Angeles and
Bakersfield. The lake and dam, completed in 1973, were named after the rock, which

still stands below the dam.

About the Lake

Pyramid Lake and Dam are within the Angeles
and Los Padres National Forests, on Piru Creek
about 14 miles north of the town of Castaic. The
dam is near Pyramid Rock in a narrow gorge
that was traversed by U.S. Highway 99, now
abandoned. The nearest major highway is
Interstate 5, which crosses the easterly arm of
the lake. Completed in 1973, Pyramid Lake is a
multipurpose facility that provides regulatory
storage for Castaic Powerplant, an afterbay for
William E. Warne Powerplant, emergency
storage for water deliveries from the West
Branch, recreational opportunities, and
incidental flood protection.

Operated by the U.S. Forest Service, the recrea-
tion area offers camping, picnicking, boating,
water-gkiing, fishing, and swimming. Only
facilities at the Emigrant Landing and Serrano
areas are accessible by car.
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Pyramid Lake & Dam Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 171,196 acre-feet
Surface Area 1,297 acres
Shoreline 21 miles
Maximum Depth 355 feet
Surface Elevation 2,578 feet
Dam Structural Height 400 feet
Crest Elevation 2,606 feet
Crest Length 1,090 feet
Volume 6,860,000 cubic yards
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Pyramid Lake
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For more information contact:

U.S. Forest Service

Angeles National Forest, Saugus Ranger District
30800 Bouquet Canyon Road

Saugus, CA 91350

(805) 296-9710
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Pyramid Lake

Pyramid Lake
Visitor Use,
in Thousands
1974 119
1975 276
1976 330
1977 321
1978 429
1979 294
1980 233
1981 150
1982 329
1983 346
1984 274
1985 286
1986 287
1987 375
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Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Fish at Pyramid Lake include striped bass, catfish, large mouth bass,
trout, bluegill, crappie, and shad. Striped bass and trout fishing are
best from November to May; the other species can be caught year-
round. Record catches are:

Striped bass 39-1/2 pounds
Catfish 25 pounds
Large-mouth bass 12-1/2 pounds
Trout 12 pounds
Bluegill 2 pounds
Crappie 5 pounds

All of the record catches have been by anglers on shore.

Hunting is not allowed within one-half mile around the lake within
the National Forest.

Numerous species of birds have been seen around Pyramid Lake.
Several are rare -- common loon, horned grebe, cinnamon teal,
immature bald eagle -- and for the last 3 years, a pair of golden eagles
has been sighted. Other bird species include: great blue, night, and
green heron; kingfisher; ring-necked duck; bufflehead; and osprey. In
the late 70s and early 80s, four condor frequented the lake, but the
Forest Service last sighted them in the area in March 1987.

Wildlife in the Pyramid Lake area includes rabbits, bobcats, coyotes,
deer, mountain lions, and bears. Visitors to the Yellowbar Area have
been seen hand-feeding the deer. During July, August, and Septem-
ber since 1983, three bears have been intruding the area as soon as
the entry gates are closed for the day.
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Pyramid Lake

Camping

Los Alamos Campground has 93 family campsites, each containing a parking space, con-
crete table, and fire ring with a flip-over grate. Drinking water and restrooms are
nearby. No hookups are provided for trailers and camper vans, but a sanitation dump
site is available. Three group camping areas accommodate up to 25 people each. Each
group area contains 4 tables, a large stove, and a large fire pit. Drinking water pumped
from a well is stored in an 80,000-gallon water tank.

On Piru Creek, Hard Luck Campground consists of 22 family campsites.

A e W T s

h Point is the scene of this outing at Pyramid Lake,

DWR Photo 4937-1
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Pyramid Lake

Because of the steep, rugged slopes around Pyramid Lake, many areas are accessible only by boat.

DWR Photo
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Pyramid Lake

Boating

Because of the steep slopes and rugged terrain around the lake, six recreational develop-
ments are accessible only by boat; Emigrant Landing and Serrano areas may be reached
by car. Future development on Liebre Peninsula, including an Interstate 5 interchange
and the Vista del Lago visitor facility (planned jointly by the Department of Water
Resources and the U.S. Forest Service), will open the Spanish Point area to cars.

Emigrant Landing area has four parking areas, with a total of 183 boat parking stalls,
235 single parking stalls, and an 8-lane boat launching ramp, boarding dock, and public
dock with 19 boat slips. In addition, there are 6 restrooms, 55 shade ramadas with two
picnic tables and a stove at each, and a swim beach more than 300 feet long. The
administration building and adjacent helicopter pad are also within the Emigrant Land-
ing area. A concessionaire has a permit to sell gas, food, and bait and to rent fishing
boats and overnight moorage.

The Serrano area has parking for about 40 cars, a dock with 4 sections, a restroom, and
6 shade ramadas each with a table and stove. The Serrano area is accessible by car via
the Old Ridge Route and a dirt fire service road.

There are two floating restrooms on the lake. Facilities at the boat-in areas include:

Yellowbar Restroom, dock with 5 sections, 11 ramadas
(2 tables and 1 stove each).

Bear Trap Restroom, dock with 4 sections, 4 ramadas
(2 tables and 1 stove each).

Spanish Point Restroom, beach area, 12 ramadas
(2 tables and 1 stove each).

Vaquero Restroom, 3 bench-type seating areas with one
stove each.

Tin Cup 2 tables, 2 stoves.

Chumash Island Portable restroom.
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Castaic Lake

History

Located in the Liebre Mountains southeast of the Angeles National Forest, Castaic
Lake is the site of a prehistoric Indian settlement. Artifacts dating to 3000 B.C. have
been excavated, and some are on display in the Castaic Dam Visitors Center. The name
Castaic is derived from the Tatavian Indian word "Kashtuk" or eyes. Pronunciation has
changed as first Spanish, then English-speaking settlers moved into the area.

About the Lake

Castaic Lake and Dam are located at the con-
fluence of Castaic Creek and Elizabeth Lake
Canyon Creek, 45 highway miles northwest of
Los Angeles and about 2 miles north of the
community of Castaic. The nearest major roads
are Interstate 5 and Lake Hughes Road. Castaic
Lake was completed in 1972 to provide
emergency storage in the event of a shut-down
of the State Water Project to the north, act as a
regulatory storage facility for deliveries during
normal operation, and provide recreational
development and fish and wildlife enhancement.
Castaic Lagoon, downstream of the dam,
provides a recreation pool with a constant water
surface elevation 1,134 feet and also functions as
a recharge basin for the downstream water
basin. The lagoon provides an additional 3 miles
of shoreline and 197 surface acres.

Operated by Los Angeles County Department of
Parks and Recreation, Castaic Lake State
Recreation Area offers fishing, boating, water-
skiing, sailing, picnicking and swimming.
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Castaic Lake and Dam Statistics
Lake Gross Capacity 323,702 acre-feet

Surface Area 2,235 acres
Shoreline 29 miles
Maximum Depth 330 feet
Surface Elevation 1,513 feet
Dam Structural Height 425 feet
Crest Elevation 1,535 feet
Crest Length 4,900 feet
Volume 46,000,000 cubic yards
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Castaic Lake

Fishing, Hunting, and Picnicking

Visitor Use, e N :
.,mgl'Tsiif'g;séi%s 1 Fishing is one of the most popular activities at Castaic Lake. Both

the lake and lagoon are stocked regularly with trout by the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. Other species caught in the area include
large- and small-mouth bass, catfish, and crappie. Fishing is allowed
24 hours a day on the east shore of the lagoon and from sunrise to
sunset on the main lake.

282 |

No hunting is allowed at the present time at Castaic Lake.

Picnic facilities are available throughout the recreation area, but
are most heavily concentrated in the 80-acre development around
Castaic Lagoon.

1987 1,270

njoy the playground at Castaic Lagoon (left) duringa recent chili cook
i the photo to the right is justly proud of his catch from Castaic Lake.
y D y P ot S : A A R 2 A I A
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Castaic Lake

Camping

Campsites are still being developed at Castaic Lake. When completed, there will be RV
and tent camping. Group camping is available now; reservations can be made at the
park office. Camping facilities are also available in nearby Angeles National Forest.

Boating

Castaic Lake forms a V-shaped body of water, with about 2,235 surface acres. The west
arm is the waterskiing and fast boating arm. The east arm is for fishing, sailing, and
slow boating.

The left abutment launch ramp at the east end of the dam includes an 18-lane launch
ramp, parking area, and chemical toilets. At the west end of the dam, there is a 6-lane
launch ramp and picnic facilities.

Castaic Lagoon is open to rowboats, inflatables, sailboats, and boats with electric motors
only. There is a 2-lane launch ramp on the east shore of the lagoon.

A family launches for a day on Castaic Lake (left), while the fellow at right enjoys the wind and waves.
DWR Central District Photos
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Silverwood Lake

History

In 1776, Father Francisco Garces was the first man to keep a diary of his journey
through the Cedar Springs area. Enroute from the Colorado River to Mission San
Gabriel, he followed the Mojave Indian Trail up Sawpit Canyon to the summit.

In 1826, Jedediah Smith, the first American to make the trip to California overland,
also followed the old Mojave Indian Trail. He was a trapper looking for beaver, and
news of his travel route and findings influenced later trappers and traders.

In 1843, Captain John C. Fremont traveled up the Cedar Springs route and over the

mountains. He named the river "Mojave River".

About the Lake

Silverwood Lake and Cedar Springs Dam are
within San Bernardino National Forest, on the
West Fork Mojave River. The complex is 30 high-
way miles north of the city of San Bernardino,
near the junction of State Highways 138 and 173.
Silverwood Lake, a multipurpose project com-
pleted in 1971, is a major water source for
agencies serving the surrounding mountain and
desert areas. Some 2,400 acres of recreation land
surrounds Silverwood Lake.

Operated by the California Department of Parks
and Recreation, the Silverwood Lake State
Recreation Area offers camping, picnicking, boat-
ing, water-skiing, fishing, swimming, bicycling
and hiking.
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" Codar Springs Dam Statistics

Lake Gross Capacity 74,970 acre-feet

‘Surface Area 976 acres
Shoreline 13 miles
Maximum Depth 166 feet
Surface Elevation 3,353 feet
Dam Structural Height 240 feet
Crest Elevation 3,378 feet
Crest Length 2,230 feet
Volume

7,600,000 cubic yards

C—067495

C-067495



SILVERWOOD LAKE

O\X,GHORN CANYoy,

JAA
ALy,

WEST FORK

©L08 ANGELES

NEW MESA

/
C/

R

SAWPIT
CANYON

-4

e

SILVERWOOD

~ MILLER

Silverwood Lake

7o HESPERE =

LAKE

LEGEND
PAVED ROAD
————— PAVED BIKE TRAIL
A CAMPGROUND
AA GROUP CAMPGROUND
&b BIKE CAMPGROUND
xt PICNIC AREA
xxt GROUP PICNIC AREA
= SWIM BEACH
@ VISTA POINT
® RV DUMP SITE
B BOAT RAMP
01 CAR TOP BOAT RAMP

——

For more information contact:
California Department of Parks
and Recreation

Silverwood Lake State
Recreation Area

Star Route Box 7A

Hesperia, CA 92345

(714) 389-2281
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Silverwood Lake

Silverwood
Lake
Visitor Use,
in Thousands

1972 216
1973 377
1974 426
1975 426
1976 412
1977 375
1978 531
1979 485
1980 570
1981 590
1982 610
1983 440
1984 544
1985 588
1986 731
1987 769

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Several brushy areas were left uncleared when the lake was filled to
provide fish habitat. Trout, large-mouth bass, catfish, and bluegill
planted by California Department of Fish and Game are flourishing.
A California fishing license is required, and all Fish and Game
regulations are enforced.

The diverse habitats around the lake are reflected in the variety of
wildlife. Beavers, mule deer, and raccoons are occasionally seen in
wooded areas along streams. The area’s widespread chaparral is
home to mountain and California quail, ground squirrels, desert
woodrats, and white-footed mice. Predators include coyotes, bob-
cats, ring-tailed cats, great horned owls, and western rattlesnakes.

Nearly 130 species of birds have been observed around the lake,
which also offers refuge to many migratory waterfowl -- Canada
geese, common mergansers, ruddy ducks, and bufflehead. Osprey
and bald eagles are sometimes seen in winter. Great blue herons,
snowy egrets, and American avocets live near the shore, while
common loons and eared and western grebes inhabit the open water.

Camping

There are 95 family campsites in the Mesa area, each with table,
barbeque grill, fire ring, and parking for a trailer and its towing
vehicle. A sanitation dump site is also provided. There are

7 campsites for bicyclists, and 5 campsites have been modified for
wheelchair accessibility. Restrooms, showers, and laundry facilities
are nearby.

New Mesa Campground contains 41 family campsites, with paved
parking spaces, tables, fire rings, and barbeque stoves. Restrooms
have flush toilets and hot showers.

In the West Fork area, three group camps can accommodate 120

people and 30 cars each. Barbeques, restrooms, and showers are
provided.
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Silverwood Lake

Boating

A 6-lane launching ramp, boarding docks, and parking for 177 vehicles with boat trailers
are located at Sawpit Canyon. A concessionaire operates a snack bar; rents boats, paddle
boats, and boat slips; sells fishing tackle and other supplies; and provides boat tours of
the lake. In addition, a car-top boat launching area is located near the Cleghorn picnic
area in the Cleghorn Arm of the lake.

"t + g

Sailboating is j
DWR 4716-25

ust one way people relax at Silverwood Lake.
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Silverwood Lake

Thousands enjoy the beaches at Silverwood Lake each year. Thls group is at the Sawplt Canyon area.
DWR 4716-27
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Lake Perris

History

The valley that now contains Lake Perris was once the home of a band of Indians,
usually numbering between 100 and 300, who roamed the area gathering acorns,
mesquite, screw beans, seeds, wild fruit and berries, roots and greens. They hunted
deer, mountain sheep, raccoons, rabbits, birds, and other animals. There are few traces
of the Indians today, although archaeologists from University of California at Riverside
have recovered arrowheads, pottery fragments, stone mortars for grinding food, and a
variety of bone tools. A few pictographs and petroglyphs are barely visible on some of
the surrounding hills.

Two hundred years ago, Captain Juan Bautista de Anza led the first overland
immigrants from Mexico through the area that is now Lake Perris. They saw a fertile
valley, watered by springs and a small river that ran into San Jacinto Lake. Now the
river has been diverted and the lake and several of the springs are dry.

About the Lake
Lake Perris and Perris Dam, the terminal Lake Peg:t‘;g::ﬁs Dam
storage facility of the State Water Project, are in
northwestern Riverside County, about 13 miles Lake Gross Capacity 131,452 acre-feet
southeast of the city of Riverside and 5 miles Surface Area 2,318 acres
northeast of the town of Perris. The nearest %:fiehne 10 miles
. mum Depth 110 feet
major roads are Ram.ona Expressway, Inter- Surface Elevation 1,588 feet
state 215 and U.S. Highway 60. Completed in Dam Structural Height 128 feet
1974, Lake Perris is a multiple purpose facility Crest Elevation 1,800 feet
providing water supply, recreation, and fish and Crest Length 11,600 feet
wildlife enhancement. Volume 20,000,000 cubic yards

Operated by the California Department of Parks
and Recreation, Lake Perris State Recreation
Area offers camping, picnicking, horseback
riding, sail and power boating, water-skiing,
fishing, swimming, hiking, bicycling, hunting,
and rock climbing. A marina and waterslide are
operated by a concessionaire.
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Lake Perris
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For more information contact:

California Department of Parks and Recreation
Lake Perris State Recreation Area

17801 Lake Perris Drive

Perris, CA 92370

(714) 657-0676
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Lake Perris

Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife

Lake Perris

i:: I'I?;fgzsli:fi’s Lake Perris was the first lake in Southern California to be stocked
with Alabama spotted bass. Planted rainbow trout, channel catfish,

1974 7131 and Florida bluegill abound in the lake. There is also a large popula-

iggg ggg tion of crayfish (crawdads) in Lake Perris. For catfish, the best areas

1977 782 | are the southwest corner of the dam and the east end of the lake;

1978 1,462 | mackerel and night crawlers are the best bait. For bass, try the area

1979 1,044 | around Alessandro Island and use water-dogs or crawdads. Trout

1980 1,188 | respond to shad and can be taken along the dam. Marshy areas and
%ggé i’gﬁ the area around the marina are best for bluegill. Shore fishing is al-
1983 1:623 lowed all night, but vehicles must park in the designated area below
1984 2,065 | the dam; day-use parking areas may not be used.

1985 1,970
1986 1,770 | As for hunting, only shotguns may be used in the areas designated
1987 1,545 | for hunting blacktailed jackrabbits, brush and cottontail rabbits,
mourning dove, valley quail, ducks, and geese. Shooting is prohibited

in other areas of the park.

The hills around Lake Perris provide habitat for mule deer, coyotes, bobcats, weasels,
skunks, and badgers. Hawks and owls are frequently seen hunting for mice, moles,
ground squirrels, kangaroo rats, and other rodents. More than 100 species of birds have
been spotted around the area. Many are migratory. The bike trail offers an easy way to
see some of the birds and other wildlife of Lake Perris. Early morning or dusk are best.
Rangers lead hikes during spring and early summer

Camping

The family campground has 167 sites for tent campers and 264 paved sites for recrea-
tional vehicles up to 27 feet. Each site has a table, grill, and parking for two vehicles.
Water and restrooms with hot showers are nearby. These facilities are designed to
accommodate wheelchairs. The RV sites have hookups for water, electricity, and sink
water disposal. A sanitation dump site is located near the campground entrance.

The group campground has six areas, which accommodate 25 to 100 people each. Shade
ramadas, tables, restrooms with hot showers, and campfire ring are provided at each
area. The Bernasconi Group Campground has three areas that will accommodate 25 to
80. This campground has tables, grills, and chemical toilets.

The primitive horse camp, with corrals, water troughs, picnic tables, campfire rings,
drinking water, and chemical toilets, will accommodate groups of up to 50, with ample
parking for vehicles and trailers.
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Lake Perris

Boating

Boat launching ramps are located on the north side of the lake. Sailboats and wind-
surfers should park and launch in the sail cove area near the westerly parking area and
the north end of Perris Dam. A concessionaire operates a marina, which offers boat
slips, dry storage, a gas dock, coffee shop, and boat repair. The marina store carries bait
and tackle, boating and camping supplies, and snacks. Fishing boats, hobie cats, sail-
boards, jet skis, and paddle boats are available for rental.

Alessandro Island -- a day-use, boat-in-only area -- has picnic tables under shade
ramadas, with cooking grills nearby. Maximum lake speed is 35 mph, and all travel on
the lake must be counterclockwise.

Picnics are popular on the beach at Lake
Perris.
DWR Photo 5006-6

This aerial view of Alessandro Island also §& w",..__
shows Perris Dam in the background. -
DWR Photo 4613-26
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California Aqueduct

California Aqueduct Bikeway

The California Aqueduct Bikeway has been developed on the paved service roads along
the canal sections of the State Water Project. Two sections of bikeway have been
developed: the San Joaquin Valley Section, and the Southern California Section.

The San Joaquin Valley Section extends 67 miles down the west side of the valley, from
Bethany Reservoir (west of Tracy) to the San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area
(west of Los Banos). This section of bikeway has been designated a National Recreation
Trail by the Secretary of the Interior.

The Southern California Section extends 107 miles through the Antelope Valley, from
Quail Lake (a regulating reservoir upstream of Pyramid Lake near Gorman and Inter-
state 5) to a point 2 miles north of Silverwood Lake in the San Bernardino National
Forest. The Southern California Section is closed at this time because of construction to
enlarge the capacity of the California Aqueduct. Several reaches will be reopened after
some safety improvements have been made and after the enlargement is completed.

Thousands of cyclists have used the California Aqueduct Bikeway since it opened in 1972,
DWR Photo
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California Aqueduct
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California Aqueduct

Access

The bikeway is open during daylight hours every day for use by bicycle and moped

riders, by hikers, and by anglers fishing in the California Aqueduct. The bikeway can be

entered from any bikeway parking area or from any road that crosses the California
Aqueduct except Interstate 5.

MOTOR VEHICLES ARE NOT PERMITTED ON THE BIKEWAY.

chists a 'or;g;; e Californ

Amenities

Rest stops with toilets, picnic tables, and shade ramadas are provided at about 10-mile
intervals along the bikeway.

What to Expect

Cyclists should plan their rides with care and should carry spare parts, water, food, and
clothing that might be needed. The untreated water in the aqueduct is not safe for
drinking. Temperatures and prevailing winds should be considered when planning a
ride, as should distances between rest stops and access roads. Both rider and bicycle
should be in good condition if a ride of any distance is planned.
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California Aqueduct

For safety, those who drive to the bikeway should California Aqueduct
leave their vehicles in the parking areas, and not Visitor Use,
on the roadways. in Thousands
The Aqueduct sides are slippery, and the water E;{iﬁé?f Walk-In
flows rapidly. It is not safe to go near the water Bikeway Sites Fishing
for any reason.
1971 - 13 -
The bikeway surface is somewhat rougher than iggg 3 g‘; 35
most city streets or highways, and there may be 1974 6 21 37
patches of loose gravel in some places. 1975 11 36 26
1976 19 20 61
1977 19 23 57
1978 *3 26 91
1979 2 16 52
1980 3 12 53
1981 3 20 51
1982 4 28 71
1983 2 22 59
Safety 1984 2 28 51
Line 1985 2 22 39
1986 2 19 35
o 1987 ! 21 38
* Decreasc due to change in counting procedures.
** The entire Southern California section of bikeway
was closed in April 1987 due to construction to en-
large capacity of East Branch of California Agqueduct.
AQUEDUCT PRECAUTIONS
» Watch for strong currents.

» Beware of slippery concrete sides.

= Locate float lines and safety ladders

* Don’t let children or pets play near the canal.
= Don’t swim or boat in the aqueduct.

» Don’t climb fences or trespass in posted areas.

» Don’t use firearms or build fires along the aqueduct.
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California Aqueduct

Fishing Along the California Aqueduct

Fishing is permitted along nearly all 343 miles of the California Aqueduct, beginning at
Bethany Reservoir (west of Tracy) and extending along the Aqueduct to its terminus
just north of Silverwood Lake, in the San Bernardino National Forest. In addition, 17
fishing access sites have parking and toilet facilities.

Fish from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta have spread throughout the aqueduct
system, creating the longest fishing hole in California. Many types of fish can be caught,
depending on the area. Catfish are caught throughout the system, and starry flounder
(a saltwater fish) have been caught in the reach between Bethany Reservoir and
O’Neill Forebay.

For safety, stay close to the road, don’t go in the water for any reason. Fish with a
buddy, keep an eye on children and pets, and don’t build fires along the aqueduct. The
concrete sides of the aqueduct are steep and slippery. The water can be still one minute
and moving rapidly the next. Suction spots can occur, particularly around the gates.
Without help, it is almost impossible to climb out, except by using the safety ladders.

4 y —

The 343-mile California Aqueduct is sometimes called the "longest fishing hole in
California”.
DWR Photo
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California Aqueduct

FISHING SAFETY TIPS

» Never fish alone

« Don’t use firearms

+ Qbserve all hazard warnings

~Don’t trespass on posted areas.

» Watch out for poisonous snakes.

« Keep an eye on children and pets.

» Don’t climb over or around fences.

«Don’t build fires along the aqueduct.

«Don’t go into the water for any reason.

= Bring along a flotation life preserver or jacket.

+Don’t fish from aqueduct structures or
bridges.

« Keep life preservers on children at all times.

= Don’t allow children close to the slippery sides
of the aqueduct.
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Since the first area opened in 1962, recreation facilities of the State Water Project have provided recreational
opportunities for millions of Californians and their visitors. This photo was taken at Lake Oroville.
DWR Central District Photo

Information about the State Water Project
and other Department of Water Resources programs
may be obtained by writing to:

Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

or by calling (toll free)
1-800-952-5530
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